Data Protection Act 2003 – Are You Compliant?

Like HSBC or the HSE companies losing the personal data of their customers are frequently in the news.  Why?  Because companies are legally obliged to protect customer information
But ensuring data is safe and secure is only one of the 8 key responsibilities of a data controller.  A data controller is a person who either alone or with others, controls the contents and use of personal data.

The responsibilities of a data controller are to:

1. Obtain and process information fairly

2. Retain information only for specified, explicit and lawful purposes

3. Use the information and disclose it only in ways compatible with these purposes

4. Keep information safe and secure

5. Keep information accurate, complete and up to date.
6. Ensure that information is adequate, relevant and not excessive.

7. Retain information no longer than is necessary for the purpose.

8. Give a copy of his/her personal data to the individual, on request.

Failure to Comply
If a data controller fails to comply with these responsibilities, the consequences that may be faced include

Inspection by the Data Protection Commissioner

Public naming of persons convicted

Conviction, with a fine of up to €100,000

Susceptible to client data loss and confidential data disclosure

Legal requirement
It is a legal requirement that data controllers remain compliant with the Data Protection Act 2003 at all times.  Failure to do may result in severe consequences and may even lead to the eventual liquidation of a business.
Arion can help you to remain compliant.  We would welcome the opportunity for one of our Data Protection Specialists to meet with you and carry out a Data Compliance Checklist to ensure that you are fully compliant with the Data Protection Act 2003.

For further information please contact us at info@arion.ie or visit our website at www.arion.ie. 
